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March RE Report 
 

Woo 
Hoo!! 
The first 
competitive 
points 
counting 
event this 
year 

happened this past 
weekend.  SIR had its first 
Rally of the year, and what 
a day it was.  Bob and Terry 
put on a fantastic route full 
of surprises and good 
scenic roads.  We started in 
Evansville and ended in 
Newburgh by way of 
Hatfield, Eureka, and REO.   
My daughter has tasked us 
with winning the BIG rally 
trophy this year. I laughed 
and said, “Ok Sweetie, we 
will do our best.” Then I 
realized she was totally 
serious and came to win. 
Luckily, I was able to wheel 
the family F-150 to our first 
B Class win of the year. 
Disclaimer, we did it without 
using the time allowance 

system. That would be a dig 
at our A Class competitors  
for those of you who don’t 
know the backstory. 
I really encourage everyone 
to try a rally at least once.  
The best stories and 
laughter come out of our 
rally program. The 
socializing at the end is 
always a hoot as people try 
to justify why they were 
going in the wrong direction, 
stopped in the middle of the 
road, and my favorite, why 
we left Wendy’s in three 
directions and none of them 
were right.  Come on out 
and join us at the second 
rally April 16th. 
Attention auto crossers:  
The Snow Buster event is 
March 12th at Roberts Park. 
I know I am ready for some 
spinning tires and hot 
brakes. Let’s go go go. This 
is a short course, but it has 
all the elements of a great 
track and knocks off any 
cobwebs that might have 
accumulated since last 
season. 

Check the emails and 
schedules for all the patch 
party events coming your 
way.  Earn those bonus 
runs because you never 
know when you might need 
them. 
Remember folks we have 
our monthly meetings at 
Smitty’s in Evansville on the 
second Tuesday of each 
month.  We aren’t seeing 
really good attendance so 
it’s hard to know what the 
masses would like to see 
moving forward.  We value 
all opinions and want to 
progress forward with our 
club. 
I hope to see all of you at 
some event coming up no 
matter what it is.  Our 
membership is why we keep 
going and this time of year 
is when it really starts 
getting exciting. 
Jonathan “Jr.” Crowe 
Regional Executive 
Sports Car Club of America 
812-629-8237 
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Regional Executive   Jonathan Crowe 812-629-8237  re@sirscca.org 
Assistant Regional Executive  Jeff Jackson  812-963-3650  are@sirscca.org 
Secretary    Ernie Roales  618-544-1602  secretary@sirscca.org 
Treasurer    Bob Sonntag  812-477-5936  treasurer@sirscca.org 
Activity Chair    Steve Backer  812-639-8103  events@sirscca.org 
Assistant Activity Chair  Jim Cannon  812-789-3517  tech@sirscca.org 
Women’s Chair   Dawn Sturgeon 812-719-7864  women@sirscca.org 
Advisor    Terry Davis  812-453-1376  advisor@sirscca.org 
Newsletter Editor/Website  Paul Dornburg  270-314-9069  pitstop@sirscca.org 
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SIR/SCCA Board Meeting February 7th, 2023 
Meeting opened by Jr. Crowe at 6:40 pm 
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 

• Secretary: ERnie Roales, moved to accept minutes as published in the Pit Stop, seconded, passed 
• Treasurer: Bob Sonntag reported a balance of $5352.81.  Motion to accept by Bob, seconded, passed. 
• Activities Chair: Steve Backer reported he has event chairs assigned through June and is looking for 

volunteers for the rest of the year. 
• Assistant Activities Chair: Jim Cannon, absent, working. 
• Pit Stop: Paul Dornburg, the deadline for submissions is Wednesday, 3/1. 
• Women’s Chair: Dawn Sturgeon, absent. 
• Advisor to the Board: Terry Davis, nothing to report. 
• Assistant Regional Executive: Jeff Jackson, nothing to report. 
• Regional Executive: Jr. Crowe, nothing to report. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Cars and Coffee is the first Sunday of the month.  Junior Crowe will attend with BBQ and will need help. 
• Trailer Update: The trailer has been moved, but not to its final resting place, it still needs tires and 

wheel bearings repacked. 
• Bowler Update: Paul Dornburg said there will be no 2023 event. 
• MSR Training:  Still in the works (Paul Dornburg, Bob Sonntag, Dave Lehrschall.) 
• The 2023 Calendar is firm and official. MAAC has approved the revised autocross dates. We are still 

waiting on FAA approval.  Sanctions/Insurance has been requested for all the MAAC events. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Trial & Weekend Memberships:  Bob Sonntag reported that new this year is a one-time use Trial 

Membership.  After the one time use a Weekend Membership must be purchased. (short of an annual 
SCCA membership) There is a new membership form with Annual, Weekend, and Trial applications on 
it. 

• Banquet: Locations were discussed, and a consensus was reached to propose Rolling Hills and 
Smitty’s to the membership. The date of the banquet would be guided by the membership. 

• Entry Fees: Bob Sonntag presented an excellent spreadsheet regarding entry fees and a spirited 
discussion ensued. A motion was made to increase fees $5 across the board, second by ERnie Roales, 
the motion passed. 

• Bob Sonntag then moved to make Weekend Memberships $20, second by ERnie Roales, passed. 
• Paul Dornburg discussed SCCA’s Region of record.  
• ERnie Roales brought up an annual tech for autocross to save time at events and make tech at 

Divisional and out-of-region events easier.  Limit to those who participated in at least 4 events in 2022.  
ERnie has the 2023 helmet and tech stickers. The consensus was to approve the process. 

 
NEXT MEETING 

• Board, March 7th at 6:30 via ZOOM. If you wish to attend, please contact secretary@sirscca.org for a 
link. 

• Membership, Wednesday, February 15th at Smitty’s. Gather at 5:45 for conversation and food. 
 

Adjournment: 
• Steve Backer moved to adjourn, second by Bob Sonntag, passed. 
• The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 P.M. 

 



 

SIR/SCCA Membership Meeting February 15th, 2023 
Meeting opened by Jr. Crowe at 7:10 pm 
OFFICER REPORTS 

• Secretary: ERnie Roales moved to accept minutes as published in Pit Stop, second by Jeff Jackson, passed. 
• Treasurer: Bob Sonntag reported the funds on-hand to be $5352.81.  He also reported that the 2022 taxes have 

been prepared and will be filed 2/16. 
• Activities Chair: Steve Backer shared that we still need event chairs for events after June. 
• Pit Stop:  Bob Sonntag reported for the vacationing Paul Dornburg that the deadline is March 1st and announced 

February birthdays and anniversaries. 
• Assistant Activities Chair: Jim Cannon nothing to report. 
• Women’s Chair: Dawn Sturgeon, nothing to report. 
• Assistant Regional Executive: Jeff Jackson, nothing to report. 
• Regional Executive: Jr. Crowe, nothing to report. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Bob Sonntag reported on changes to Weekend and Trial Memberships.  In particular the free Trial Membership 

which is now one-time-only.  We have three regular participants that have been utilizing these and they will be 
contacted. 

• Bob Sonntag shared the new entry fees schedule. Our entry fee is up $5.00.  Discounts have been adjusted and 
the result is some entry fees show a $6 increase.  Weekend Memberships remain $20.  It should be noted that 
non-member rally navigators and non-member non-entrants riding in an autocross will need a $20 Weekend 
Membership after the use of a one-time Trial Membership. 

• Awards Banquet: Bob Sonntag had a handout of past event attendance. Those present (11) were surveyed for 
banquet preferences. It seemed that those who were present preferred a less dressy, January event done at 
Rolling Hills Country Club or Smitty’s. 

• Cars and Coffee: Junior Crowe is going to attend the March 5th gathering with his RV. He wants to talk to people 
and hand out pulled pork.  He will need some help.  Contact Jr. if you’re interested. 

• The first rally is Feb. 26th, starting at Hardee’s on Covert Avenue, Evansville.  Bob Sonntag promises that it’s a 
new route. 

• The “Snow Buster” autocross (fun) is March 12th at Roberts Park, Evansville. 
• Harold and Karen Davis have made a rally to practice main road rules.  It’s to be done on your own time, maybe 

even on Google Maps.  More info will be shared via the email list. 
• The attendance drawing was won by Jr. Crowe. 

NEXT MEETING 
• Board: March 7th, 6:30 P.M. via Zoom 
• Member: March 14th at Smitty’s, gathering and eating at 5:45 P.M., business meeting at 7:00. 

The meeting was adjourned on motion of Jeff Jackson at 8:22 P.M. 
Keep the rubber side down, 
Ernie 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Anniversaries
Tom Bootz 03/01/1972 51 yrs.
Harold Davis 03/17/1998 25 yrs.
Karen Davis 03/30/2009 14 yrs.
Dennis Duke 03/08/2011 12 yrs.
Drew Gerth 03/14/2012 11 yrs.
Darwin Graham 03/23/2017 6 yrs.
Russell  Luckett 03/11/2017 6 yrs.
Danny Woodard 03/12/2018 5 yrs.
Shane Suits 03/12/2019 4 yrs.
Eric Marts 03/16/2020 3 yrs.
Caleb Scarbrough 03/25/2021 2 yrs.
Deaton Grove 03/13/2021 2 yrs.
Zachary Woods 03/12/2022 1 yr.

March Birthdays
Phil Gilbert 3/5
Thomas Donaldson 3/6
Lauren Kincaid 3/8
Noah Fehribach 3/10
Barry Schonberger 3/14
Cameron Metz 3/21
Samuel Reshad 3/26
Bradley Anderson 3/27
Darlene Cannon 3/28
Paul Condi Jr. 3/28
Mike Freeman 3/30



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Results: Here’s some stories from the first rally of the 2023 season, “Find Another Opportunity.” 
 

It’s February - time for the SIR competition season to begin. 
Bob Sonntag prepared this year’s version of Find Another Opportunity rally to avoid the early spring flooding that 

was a problem a year ago.  This year everything was high and dry.  The weather was unusually warm and 10 cars 
entered the Rally.  A really good start to the year. 

Everyone arrived at the Hardees on Covert to discover Bob with a card table in the middle of the parking lot.  
Surprise - the dining room wasn’t open.  Bob did a great job having brought the table and audio visuals.  However, he did 
not bring a porta potty. 

I was glad to be back as a member of the Davis and Davis rally team after my navigator missed the last rally of 
2022 spending time in the hospital with a broken leg.   

We missed a “Dead End” sign or a sign of similar nature.   (I wouldn’t know because I didn’t see it.)  So, we and 
most of the other competitors took a tour that ended at a cul-de-sac for an easy turnaround.  My navigator made the 
correct guess to get us back on course and we both guessed at a Time Allowance that kept us in the running.   

Bob mixed stretches of “very busy” with “is the CAST still 35” straight line snooze worthy roads.  The latter is 
much more difficult for the driver.  Cruise control helps. 

Towards the middle of the rally we became the lead car in a Prius, Porsche, MGA caravan that probably provided 
some conversation for the locals.   

My ever faithful, always attentive navigator was a bit distracted with the huge displays of daffodils.  Spring does 
come a bit earlier in Evansville as compared to Terre Haute.   

We had a good rally, a good result and a great time.  Thanks again Bob. - Harold & Karen Davis 
 

The Tale of Car #2  
On the “Find Another Opportunity” Rally Carrie and I were driving on IN-61 South.  
The next instruction was Left after the stop light. That put us on IN-261.  
Was that a dead end at the light?  
Next opportunity is #1 then we had to turn quick to get ahead of traffic at the next opportunity.  
Wait, is this a cul-de-sac? Back to 261. 
Did we miss an opportunity at the light?  

Total Meeting Work AX Rally
Berry Berry Berry Berry Berry

Berry Points Points Points Points Points Points
1 Bob Sonntag 7 2 0 0 5
2 Jr. Crowe 6 1 0 0 5
2 Terry Davis 6 1 0 0 5
4 Josie Crowe 5 0 0 0 5
4 Harold Davis 5 0 0 0 5
4 Karen Davis 5 0 0 0 5
7 James Hurm 4 0 0 0 4
7 ERnie Roales 4 2 0 0 2
9 Jim Cannon 3 0 0 0 3
9 Larry Pearsall 3 1 0 0 2

11 Steve Backer 2 2 0 0 0
11 Jeff Jackson 2 2 0 0 0
11 Don Kelley 2 0 0 0 2
11 Eric Lookofsky 2 0 0 0 2
11 John McCarthy 2 2 0 0 0
11 Ryan Pearsall 2 0 0 0 2
11 Brandon Porambo 2 0 0 0 2
11 Susan Roales 2 0 0 0 2
11 Eric Shade 2 2 0 0 0
11 James Shade 2 2 0 0 0
21 Michelle Deutsch 1 1 0 0 0
21 Jason Epley 1 1 0 0 0
21 Dave Lehrschall 1 1 0 0 0
21 Dawn Sturgeon 1 1 0 0 0
21 John Warren 1 1 0 0 0

Points: 
 

We’ve now had  a couple of months’ worth of club 
activities and Bob Sonntag holds a slim 1-point lead over Jr. 
Crowe and Terry Davis in the Berry Points. Jr. and Terry are 1 
point ahead of Josie Crowe, and Harold and Karen Davis. 

After Bob Sonntag’s “Find Another Opportunity” rally 
there’s a 6-way tie for first lead by B Class winners Jr. and 
Josie Crowe and A Class winners Harold and Karen Davis. 
Event marshals Bob and Terry each earned 5 points for putting 
on the event. 

Rally Points R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7
1 Jr. Crowe 5
1 Josie Crowe 5
1 Terry Davis 5
1 Harold Davis 5
1 Karen Davis 5
1 Bob Sonntag 5
7 James Hurm 4
8 Jim Cannon 3
9 Don Kelley 2
9 Eric Lookofsky 2
9 Larry Pearsall 2
9 Ryan Pearsall 2
9 Brandon Porambo 2
9 ERnie Roales 2
9 Susan Roales 2



 

Met the red Mustang and we turned right, then right again.  
This takes us back to 61? Wrong place! Let’s go south to the next left and buy time! Dave/Suellen are right behind us, did 
we buy too much? We are back on course. Did we miss a check in the section we passed up? Bought 6 ½ min and we 
were early 167. 
Jim Cannon & Carrie Moore 
 

Once again, my navigator, Suellyn, and I proved that the most important key to a good road rally performance is 
following the instructions. I know that this sounds obvious, but every rally has teams, too often our team, getting off the 
Rally Masters’ clearly defined route. I‘ve said before that we can all make mistakes and that learning how to compensate 
for these can significantly improve your performance. Our use of the Time Allowance for this rally demonstrates this. 
Noting your times as you execute (or think you’ve executed) a route instruction is very important. This allows you to return 
to a location you are confident was correct, calculate your lost time, and use the Time Allowance to compensate. This 
should include your error time, your calm time of calculations, and your strategic restart time. (Take a moment to figure it 
out! You can plug in added time to cover your calm assessment of what you need to do next. You may choose to wait 
another 30 seconds or so to restart on a Time Allowance “minute”). 

We had a great time. The Rally master’s odometer check and distances were very precise. This combined with 
our GPS-aided speedometer/odometer put us at plus or minus 3 to 4 seconds at the end of each rally leg. That is, each 
rally leg that we completed per instructions! We made a few wrong turns. I’d take a 24 to 30 second/points rally score any 
time. However, we managed to make significant errors upon restarting from a break. We ignored the plainly printed Main 
Road Rule for this rally, “Left at T”, and turned right. This put us out into a wonderful loop that worked for the next 4 route 
instructions. I’m sure it was 4, because once we determined we had made a mistake we returned to the point where we 
had restarted after the break and repeated the wrong turn. We drove the same 4 step incorrect loop a second time! Had 
we paused to calmly think through our actions…….. 

We returned to Wendy’s, the designated break point, and took a moment to retrace our route. The in-dash map 
and our retracing of the pre-break route clearly showed that the signal light at the “T” would be a turn opportunity. Ding! It 
was a right turn opportunity, but not the one we were to turn at. Because of the Main Road Rule, we should have turned 
left and continued to count right turn, Oops!  

Okay, at this point we knew we had taken not one, but two lengthy excursions in the wrong direction using the 
appropriate average speed. A quick check of our rally clock showed that we had used 20 minutes and 20 seconds since 
our planned restart time. (That could have been a 1,220-point hit to our day’s score!) We entered the max, 19 minute 30 
second Time Allowance, and restarted. We finished that leg arriving about 60 seconds late. While using our recorded 
time, a little math, and the Time Allowance to compensate for repeated error, following the instructions might have saved 
us about 60 seconds and put us in first place instead of third overall.  
Dave and Suellyn Lehrschall 
 
 



  

SIR/SCCA 2023 Calendar - 03/08/2023
Month.Date Day Time Event

January
1.01 Sun New Year's Day

1.03 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

1.10 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

1.16 Mon M L King Day
1.19 Thu SCCA National Convention Online, Jan19 through Jan27
1.27 Fri SCCA National Convention Online, Jan19 through Jan27

February

2.07 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

2.15 Wed 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

2.20 Mon President's Day

2.26 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (1 of 7) "Find Another Opportunity" 
Hardee's 4400 Covert Ave., Evansville, IN

March

3.04 Sat 10:00 AM Patch Party Preparatory Visit 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

3.07 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

3.12 Sun 7:00 AM Snow Buster Fun Autocross
Roberts Park, Evansville

3.14 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

3.18 Sat 9:00 AM Patch Party Day 1 - Cut, Dig & Patch 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

3.25 Sat 9:00 AM Patch Party Day 2 - Cut, Dig & Patch 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

April

4.01 Sat 8:00 AM Patch Party Day 3 - Fill 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

4.02 Sun Palm Sunday

4.04 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

4.07 Fri Good Friday
4.09 Sun Easter Sunday

4.11 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

4.16 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (2 of 7) "Knox County Knock About"
Arby's, 2565 Hart Street, Vincennes, IN 47591

4.29 Sat 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross / GL Divisional NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
4.30 Sun 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross / GL Divisional NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
May

5.02 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

5.06 Sat 9:00 AM Test and Tune Autocross 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

5.07 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (1 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

5.09 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

5.14 Sun Tennessee Region Autocross Nashville Superspeedway / Mother's Day

5.21 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (3 of 7) "Another May Day"
Harold & Karen Davis

5.28 Sun SCCA National Tour Lincoln Airpark, Lincoln, NE
5.29 Mon SCCA National Tour Lincoln Airpark, Lincoln, NE / Memorial Day
June

6.03 Sat 9:00 AM Ladies Autocross 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

6.04 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (2 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

6.06 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

6.10 Sat 7:00 AM KY Region Starting Line School NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

6.11 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (3 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

6.13 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

6.16 Fri 7:00 AM SCCA National Tour Grissom Aeroplex Peru IN
6.17 Sat 7:00 AM SCCA National Tour Grissom Aeroplex Peru IN
6.18 Sun 7:00 AM SCCA National Tour Grissom Aeroplex Peru IN / Fathers Day
6.24 Sat Tennessee Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
6.25 Sun 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

We made this 
schedule to allow our 
autocrossers to be 
able to compete in 
some Great Lakes 
Division Solo events 
and to also autocross 
at NCM in Bowling 
Green with the 
Tennessee and 
Kentucky regions.  
The GLD events that 
are not too far away 
are at NCM in 
Bowling Green, KY 
and Grissom 
Aeroplex near Peru, 
IN. All of the SIR 
events will be listed 
on Motorsportreg.com.  
 
This year will be the 
50th Solo Nationals in 
September. We’d like 
to see a large 
contingent of SIR 
people attend the 
event. Contact Paul 
at pitstop@sirscca.org 
with your intentions.  
 
We need people to 
step up and volunteer 
to be event chairs for 
our rallies and 
autocrosses. Contact 
Steve Backer at 
events@sirscca.org 
 

mailto:pitstop@sirscca.org


  

SIR/SCCA 2023 Calendar
Month.Date Day Time Event

7.04 Tue Independence Day

7.05 Wed 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

7.08 Sat 7:00 AM KYR TNT Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
7.09 Sun 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

7.11 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

7.16 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (4 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

7.22 Sat 7:00 AM GL Divisional Autocross Fortress Ohio Valley Region
7.23 Sun 7:00 AM GL Divisional Autocross Fortress Ohio Valley Region
7.23 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (4 of 7)
7.30 Sun Tennessee Region Autocross Nashville Superspeedway

August

8.01 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

8.06 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (5 of 7) Ice Cream Rally - Paul Dornburg
DQ 3022 East 4th Street, Owensboro, KY

8.08 Tue 6:15 PM Membership Meeting at the Log Inn, be there no earlier than 6:15 PM.
Reservations required, treasurer@sirscca.org

8.20 Sun 7:00 AM KYR / TNR Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

8.27 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (5 of 7) - YEE HAW Again - Paul Dornburg
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

8.29 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

September
9.03 Sun All Day Solo Nationals Travel Day
9.04 Mon Labor Day 
9.05 Tue All Day Solo Nationals Begin
9.08 Fri All Day Solo Nationals End
9.09 Sat All Day Solo Nationals Travel Day

9.12 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

9.16 Sat 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
9.17 Sun 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

9.24 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (6 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

October

10.03 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

10.08 Sun Pt Autocross (7 of 7)
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

10.10 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

10.22 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (6 of 7)
10.28 Sat Tennessee Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
10.29 Sun Tennessee Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

November
11.05 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (7 of 7)

11.07 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

11.14 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

11.19 Sun 7:00 AM Fun Autocross - "Turkey's Prevenge"
Roberts Park, Evansville

11.23 Thu Thanksgiving

11.25 Sat End of Day Awards Banquet Reservations Are Due!
Respond to treasurer@sirscca.org

December
12.01 Fri 6:30 PM Awards Banquet & Holiday Party
12.12 Tue 6:30 PM Christmas Board Meeting (guests welcome)
12.24 Sun Christmas Eve
12.25 Mon Christmas
12.31 Sun New Year's Eve



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes from the Director’s Chair 
Area 4 Director Update for March 2023 

 
February is always a brief respite as we gear up for the oncoming season.  Region officials are working on their events, 
competitors are reviewing the schedule to see when and where they want to race…..and both are carefully reviewing 
budgets to see how it will play out financially. 
 
On a personal note, I was asked by two regions in our Area to attend their annual banquets.  I was extremely flattered.  
With the possibility of a nice meal, great conversation and the chance to schmooze with members on the table, I jumped 
at the opportunity to accept (as much as a 61-year-old man with a ‘soon to be replaced’ hip is capable of jumping).  Both 
regions (Cincinnati and Detroit) are populated with folks I know and so both evenings were a lot of fun. 
 
So, here’s what I did this past month….. 
 
Video Conference Meetings: 

 Club Racing Board (CRB) (2/7):  We continued to work on plans for the first of two face to face meetings in 2023 
which would be held in March (3/17, 3/18).  This meeting would concentrate on long term, strategic questions 
about the Road Racing program (What will the runoffs look like? What will the class structure entail?, etc.).  A 
review of the “hot” letters showed that very few have percolated to the CRB for discussion.  This is a good thing 
as it shows the advisory committees are doing their jobs better.  This, in turn, allows the board to prioritize more 
serious issues.  The results of CRB rules changes can be seen here. 

 Electrified Vehicle Advisory Committee (EVAC) (2/8):  The Training and Education Advisory Committee (TEAC) 
has continued to work on content for the Learning Management System (LMS).  The EVAC has maintained its 
focus on responding to the many letters we receive through the CRB letter portal.  It’s great news that we have so 
many interested folks willing to write to us.  Nearly all of these letters are very supportive and ask deep questions 
about safety and technological advances as well as offer advice for future protocols. 

 Board of Directors (BoD) (2/27):  We received preliminary, yearend financial numbers.  Considering all that’s 
happened recently, we ended up in a pretty strong position.  The next step is for the auditors to do their thing 
(which they do annually).  We were also briefed that convention conversation will start soon.  We need to figure 
out if the membership wants to meet face to face, virtually or a combination of the two.  Start thinking about that 
and let me know what you would like to do.  We reviewed proposed rules changes for the Hill Climb program as 
well as additions to the RallyCross Board (RXB). 

 
SCCA Events: 

 Cincinnati Region Banquet (2/4):  I finished my high school years and started college in Oxford, OH which is just 
30 minutes northwest of downtown Cincinnati.  Throw in that Melinda and I know quite a few members from the 
Cincinnati Region, and you have a recipe for a nice weekend jaunt down for their annual banquet.  I was asked to 
say a few words by the outgoing and incoming REs.  I kept my remarks short (and clean!) since the agenda was 
full that evening.  I made mention of the fact that they ran the second most events in the division and only solid 
leadership could foster an atmosphere where so many programs thrived.  The meal was very nice (great green 
beans!) and the awards ceremonies were a lot of fun. 

 Detroit Region Banquet (2/18):  The new RE (Alex Della Torre) invited me over and I gladly accepted his kind 
offer.  As my region (Western Michigan) borders the Detroit Region, I have had the chance to get to know many of 
their members over the years.  I had not planned on making any remarks, but Alex asked me to speak about the 
region’s efforts in 2022.  I pointed out that among GLDiv regions, Detroit had the most events across the most 
programs of any region in 2022.  I reminded the audience that it takes strong region and program leadership to 
have so many programs operating so effectively.  Once again, the meal was very nice, and the ceremonies 
afterwards were well run and fun to watch. 

Dayle Frame 
Area 4 Director 

Great Lakes Division 
517.889.1117 (h) 

dframe@scca.com 
     

 

https://www.scca.com/pages/cars-and-rules


 

========== 
One last reminder that the GLDiv Spring Meeting will occur on 3/3 and 3/4 in Fort Wayne, IN at the same site as last year 
(Manchester University).  A link for registering for the event can be found here.  The registration cost is $30.  An additional 
$10 gets you a really nice pasta, salad and dessert dinner from Casa d’Angelo on Friday evening.  Registration closes on 
3/2 @ 11p so be sure to sign up ASAP.   
 
In addition to all the informational meetings, there will be a silent auction of donated items including motorsports 
memorabilia.  The proceeds will be split 50/50 between the GLDiv and the SCCA Foundation.  Contact Val if you have 
something to auction. 
 
The meetings will be across all programs, so I encourage all members to attend.  With more programs under the SCCA 
banner these days, we need to focus on teamwork to help each region put on the best events they can for our members. 
 
As usual, Val McCammon is coordinating the event.  The agenda has been posted on MSR.  Please contact her 
(pyramid@bluebirdview.com, 260.437.6707) with any questions you may have about the meeting. 
========== 
Be sure and visit the GLDiv website for information about all of the SCCA programs within the division.  We have 
schedules, official’s contact info, standings, etc. for all the SCCA programs. 
 
Please take a few minutes and make sure your contact information is accurate in the SCCA database.  It’s important to 
have the correct information there so the club knows how to contact you.  Log in to your my.scca.com page and check.   
 
As I mentioned previously, there is a new path to getting your annual waiver.  You can now get it through the Member 
Account Portal (MAP).  Follow this link to get the instructions.  There is also a story about the program here.  I’ve done it 
and it only takes a couple of minutes. Be prepared to upload a headshot picture of yourself. 
 
Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing from you soon. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 
comments you may have about any facet of the GLDiv. I want you to make the most of your membership and I will help 
out in any way possible to make that happen. 
 

Dayle Frame 
 

Waivers Waivers Waivers!!! 
 

If you are an SCCA member and you don’t have an annual waiver shame on you!  

They’re free and they take just a few minutes to get. 

On the next few pages are the instructions for an annual waiver. 6 easy steps for 

an adult waiver. 

After that is a current waiver. Read it and find out what you are signing away. 

If you are an SCCA member and you bring a non-SCCA member to an event you 

will make sure they sign the electronic SpeedWaiver. 

The waiver protects the club from lawsuits. It’s that simple. 

If you’re a club member you should understand this. 
I’m stepping off my soapbox. 
Paul Dornburg – Waiver Chief 
Ps. We add $5 to the entry fee for any SCCA member for not having an annual waiver. 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/gld-spring-training-2023-manchester-university-fort-wayne-scca-great-483937
mailto:pyramid@bluebirdview.com
https://www.gldscca.com/
https://my.scca.com/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=LoginRequired&expires=yes&Site=SCCA
https://cdn.connectsites.net/user_files/scca/downloads/000/059/650/Digital%20Annual%20Waiver%20Instructions.pdf?1638375860
https://www.scca.com/articles/2015690-scca-membership-cards-and-annual-waivers-now-available-digitally


 
 



 
 



 
 



 

Weekend and Trial Memberships – 2023 Adjustments 
 

The SCCA has changed the parameters of the Trial and Weekend membership programs for 2023.  
 Starting this year, the no-cost Trial Membership has become a one-time-only membership.  The intent of the Trial 
Membership is to allow an individual to experience an SCCA event and then make a membership decision.  The 
membership decision may be to join the club as an annual (aka “regular,” “full”) member or to use a paid Weekend 
Membership to participate in future SCCA events. 
 The SIR BoD wants everyone to be aware of these changes and to not be unpleasantly surprised later this year. 
 Obviously, we would like all the non-SCCA members that enjoy our events to join the Southern Indiana Region of 
the SCCA.  We understand that a series of $20 Weekend Memberships may be the better option for you.  That’s a 
decision you will have to make.  To join the SIR/SCCA the easiest way is to visit https://www.scca.com/pages/official-
membership. 
 After the single use of a Trial Membership, a paid Weekend Membership is the only way for a non-SCCA member 
to participate in a car during an event.  That extends to being a passenger in a car on an autocross run.  A 
motorsportreg.com (MSR) account with a credit card on file will be required for processing the paid Weekend 
Memberships. 
 For rally navigators not registered by their drivers, a $20 Weekend Membership option is available. 
 There are two options for non-entrants to be passengers in an autocross.  The preferred option is a non-entrant 
$20 Weekend Membership through MSR.  These will be available until registration closes on MSR.  Event registration 
typically closes in the early evening of the day before the event.  The alternative is an on-site $25 Weekend Membership 
that will still be done through MSR and will have to be completed before the end of the driver meeting. 

If you have questions, please reach out to me. 
Bob Sonntag 
bob.sonntag@att.net 
812-477-5936 

 
TLDR: 

• We still need a place in the Evansville area to store the “new” trailer we acquired so we can work on it. Please let 
us know if you know of a place where we can store it until we get it refurbished. 

• Attend the March membership meeting at Smitty’s and you might win a free event entry. 
• If you want to see your name/face/car in this newsletter you have to talk to me, Paul. pitstop@sirscca.org  
• When buying from The Tire Rack start by using the link on our website: https://www.sirscca.org/sponsors/  The 

club gets a sales commission from your purchase but only if you start with this link. 
• Sanction and Insurance fees are going up, so our event fees are going up too. See the Entry fees on the next 

page. 
• Event Trial memberships are only good for one use per person in any event.  
• Autocross events listed on MSR will have a link for getting a paid weekend membership for an adult passenger. 
• It looks like the 2023 Awards Banquet will take place in January of 2024 at Smitty’s. 
• Get an annual waiver or pay the price! $5.00. When you register for an event on MSR you must uncheck the 

SpeedWaiver box if you have an annual waiver, or you’ll be charged an extra $5. 
• There will not be a Bowler Autocross this year. 
• There’s a Great Lakes Divisional autocross at NCM Motorsports Park in Bowling Green, KY at the end of April. 
• Patch Party information: 

o There will be 3 days of work.  
 Days 1 & 2 will be cut, dig, and quick patch. 
 Day 3 concrete will be poured. 

o Working either day 1 or day 2 will earn 1 bonus run. 
o Working day 3 will earn 1 bonus run. 
o Work all 3 days and earn a free autocross entry. 

• Motorsportreg.com announced a $2 charge to every event attendee. If our entry fee is listed as $37, you will be 
charged $39. The pilot program is being rolled out now. See next page. 

 

https://www.scca.com/pages/official-membership
https://www.scca.com/pages/official-membership
mailto:bob.sonntag@att.net
mailto:pitstop@sirscca.org
https://www.sirscca.org/sponsors/


  

1-Day Autocross Events Per Driver Weekend
Entry Fee Membership MSR Fee Total

SCCA Members
Non-Students $37 n/a $2 $39
Same Household $32 n/a $2 $34
Students $27 n/a $2 $29

All Others
Non-Students $37 $20 $2 $59
Students $27 $20 $2 $49

2-Day Autocross Events Per Driver Weekend
Entry Fee Membership MSR Fee Total

SCCA Members
Non-Students $74 n/a $2 $76
Same Household $64 n/a $2 $66
Students $54 n/a $2 $56

All Others
Non-Students $74 $20 $2 $96
Students $54 $20 $2 $76

Rally Events Per Driver Weekend
Entry Fee Membership MSR Fee Total

SCCA Members
Non-Students $37 n/a $2 $39
Students $27 n/a $2 $29

All Others
Non-Students $37 $20 $2 $59
Students $27 $20 $2 $49

All road rally participants, other than workers, must be SCCA members.
•   A guest driver will have a paid Weekend membership.
•   A guest navigator will have a free Trial membership.
•   A guest passenger will have a free Trial membership.

Note: An entry fee discount of $5 is granted to those living in the same 
household as another entrant in the event.  

Note: A “pay to play” discount of $5 is granted to those on rally teams
 that ran the previous rally.

2023 SIR/SCCA Entry Fees on MSR



 

SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA 
SCCA: A club with many interests 

Many faceted in its endeavors, the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) might best be described as a service 
organization. It serves over 50,000 members throughout the United States by sanctioning and administering a 
variety of automotive related activities through more than 115 independently chartered regions. No other single 
motor sports organization in the world conducts more events than the SCCA. These events range from amateur 
and professional road racing to road rallys, autocrosses, rally crosses, hill climbs and auto shows. The SCCA is an 
ever-growing organization for automotive enthusiasts. Because the SCCA is member oriented, the club stresses 
participation on a broad basis. Regardless of your experience or background, if you are an automotive enthusiast 
there is a place for you in the SCCA. The avenues available range from amateur or professional road race driver to 
weekend rally or autocross driver to race worker or official. In order to successfully sanction and conduct a 
comprehensive autocross/rally/road racing program many experts in timing and scoring, communications, safety 
inspection, medical, flagging, course/race control and other skills are needed. Schools are held to train drivers and 
workers and various degrees of licenses are awarded based on knowledge, ability, and experience. 

Pit Stop is the official publication of the Southern Indiana Region of the Sports Car Club of America, Inc. and is 
published monthly at PO Box 1112, Evansville, IN 47706. Opinions expressed herein are those of the authors or 
editor and are not necessarily those of the Southern Indiana Region, its officials, members, or advertisers. 
Permission to reprint material from Pit Stop is granted to all SCCA regional publications and its national publication, 
Sports Car, with regards for full credit to the author and Pit Stop. 

 
 

Great Lakes Division 2023 Solo Series Schedule 
 

 



  



 
 



  



 
 



 
 



 

It’s an unending source of wonder to me how year after year we 
manage to come up with new concepts in motoring pleasure. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



  



 



 



 

“It’s an unending source of wonder to me that year after year we 

manage to come up with new concepts in motoring pleasure.” 



 
 



 

 


