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April RE Report 
 
The 
Crowe’s 
are on a 
roll. 
Somehow 
our family 
has 
secured 3 
rally wins 

in a row dating back to 
last season and we also 
won this year’s Snow 
Buster autocross. There 
was plenty of luck 
involved here so I don’t 
expect this trend to 
continue.  
We have a couple of 
events coming up for you 
all to come and knock us 
off the top. There’s a road 
rally on Sunday, April 
16th, the “Knox County 
Knock About” hosted by 
Ernie and Sue Roales. It 
starts at Arby’s on Hart  
Street in Vincennes. Then 
our first autocross event 
weekend starts with a 

Test and Tune on 
Saturday, May 6th 
followed by the first points 
autocross on Sunday, 
May 7th.  
We finished up the Patch 
Parties this past Saturday 
with a concrete pour day. 
This year Mother Nature 
wasn’t very friendly to us. 
2 of the 3 days the 
weather was rainy, cold, 
and very windy. Our 
members pushed through 
and achieved our goal 
without hesitation. This 
event is important to the 
club’s autocross program 
as it allows old routes to 
be run and some new 
routes to be tried. Special 
thanks to those who 
planned all the rentals, 
lunches, and schedules 
for the work. Now let’s 
see who makes use of 
those valuable bonus 
runs earned by working 
these days.  

We have board meetings 
on the first Tuesday of the 
month (via Zoom) 
followed by an in-person 
dining experience at 
Smitty’s Italian 
Steakhouse on the 
second Tuesday of the 
month. We invite visitors 
and members to both 
meetings. We encourage 
this so we can make the 
best decisions possible 
for the club going forward. 
Let your voice be heard!! 
If you want to listen in on 
a Board meeting contact 
Bob Sonntag at 
treasurer@sirscca.org. 
I hope to see new faces 
this year at the meetings, 
rallies, and autocrosses.  
“Jr.” Crowe 
Regional Executive 
Sports Car Club of 
America 
812-629-8237 
 
 

 
 

2023 Board Members 
Regional Executive   Jonathan Crowe 812-629-8237  re@sirscca.org 
Assistant Regional Executive Jeff Jackson  812-963-3650  are@sirscca.org 
Secretary    Ernie Roales  618-544-1602  secretary@sirscca.org 
Treasurer    Bob Sonntag  812-477-5936  treasurer@sirscca.org 
Activity Chair    Steve Backer  812-639-8103  events@sirscca.org 
Assistant Activity Chair  Jim Cannon  812-789-3517  tech@sirscca.org 
Women’s Chair   Dawn Sturgeon 812-719-7864  women@sirscca.org 
Advisor    Terry Davis  812-453-1376  advisor@sirscca.org 
Newsletter Editor/Website  Paul Dornburg 270-314-9069  pitstop@sirscca.org 

mailto:secretary@sirscca.org


2023 Patch Parties 
The annual course repairs, aka Patch Parties” took place over 2 weekends in March and April. Work was 
started on Saturday the 25th with the large area on the north side of the course. A lunchtime decision was 
made to finish the remaining holes the next day, Sunday, instead of waiting until the following weekend. That 
moved the Fill Day up a week to April 1st. The concrete was poured on April Fool’s Day. None of the workdays 
were pleasant with the temperature ranging from a high of 50 down to 43 and all days had relentless winds of 
20 to 30 mph with occasional gusts even higher. 
Thanks so much to the following people who worked hard to get the job done. 
Working 1 Day: Mosbah Alshmikh, MacKenzi Crowe, Don Croxton, Drew Gerth, Gary Griffith, Olivia Hammac, Bill 
Hammac, Kurt Krodel, Kevin Rector, Jon Schwartze 
Working 2 Days: Scott Campbell, Terry Davis, Dave Lehrschall, Dawn Sturgeon 
Working all 3 days: Steve Backer, Barry Beaman, Don Beaman, Jim Cannon, Jr. Crowe, Jarrod Davis, Carolyn 
Dornburg, Paul Dornburg, Richard Grav, Jeff Jackson, Don Kelley, John McCarthy, Larry Pearsall, Sean Reising, Ernest 
Roales, Bob Sonntag 
 

Day 1 In the left picture above you can see the work crew working on the “jump” on the north side of the 
course. This repair took almost half of the 7 yards of concrete. The picture on the right shows the second of 4 
loads of broken concrete removed from the areas of repair. This work took all of the first day, Saturday, March 
25th. 
 
 

Day 2 The left picture below shows the work crew working on one of the remaining “small” holes on Sunday, 
March 26th. 

Day 3 The right picture shows the April 1st crew filling the large hole. 
 



 

SIR/SCCA Board Meeting March 7th, 2023 
Meeting opened by Jr. Crowe at 6:31 PM 
 

Officer Reports 
• Secretary: ERnie Roales moved to accept previous meeting minutes as published in the Pit Stop 

newsletter, 2nd by Jeff Jackson, passed. 
• Treasurer: Bob Sonntag reported a balance of $5,614.26. 
• Activities: Steve Backer reported that the points for the first rally are posted in the spreadsheet. 
• Assistant Activities Chair: Jim Cannon, nothing to report. 
• Pit Stop: Paul Dornburg reported that the deadline for submissions is the last Wednesday of March 

3/29. 
• Women’s Chair: Dawn Sturgeon, nothing to report. 
• Advisor: Terry Davis reported that we are up to date on insurance and sanction requests. 
• Assistant Regional Executive: Jeff Jackson, nothing to report. 
• Regional Executive: Jr. Crowe, nothing to report. 

 

Old Business 
• Trailer: Jr. Crowe states wheel bearing replacement is in process. The trailer probably will be used as 

storage at MAAC. 
• Weekend Membership vs Trial Membership changes: Bob Sonntag reported that all involved have 

been informed. 
• New entry fees are live on MSR reported Paul Dornburg. 
• Awards Banquet: Bob Sonntag reports that after a survey at the February member meeting most 

preferred a January membership meeting with awards at Smitty’s in place of a separate December 
awards banquet and no December membership meeting. The plan is to give Smitty’s a head count and 
then order off the menu. 

 

New Business 
• Cars and Coffee: Jr. Crowe reports a big crowd with interest from many. 
• Waivers: At the first rally, one person who competed in the event did not sign the waiver, in spite of 

multiple queries asking if everyone had signed the waiver. We need to be more diligent about waivers 
at rallies. 

• Bob and Terry’s rally: It was a great turnout with 10 entries. See Pit Stop and the web site for the 
results. 

• Bob Sonntag reports that the MAAC usage agreement is in place. 
• Annual Tech: Have tech sheets filled out and kept by drivers. ERnie Roales has donated tech and 

helmet stickers. 
• Berry points will be awarded for the Roberts Park fun autocrosses this year. Each participant will get 2 

Berry points. A motion was made by Jeff Jackson for this proposal. Second by Terry Davis. Passed. 
• Patch Parties: 

o Earn 1 bonus run by working day 1 or 2. 
o Earn 1 bonus run by working day 3, the fill day. 
o Earn Berry points (5) for each day worked. 
o Work all three days to earn 1 free entry. 

 

Next Meeting 
• 3/12 Member meeting at Smitty’s 
• 4/4 Board meeting via ZOOM 
• 4/11 Member meeting at Smitty’s 

 

Adjournment: 
• The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 



 

SIR/SCCA Membership Meeting March 14th, 2023 
Meeting called to order by Junior Crowe at 7 PM 
Officer Reports 

● Secretary: Ernie Roales absent; motion by Bob Sonntag to accept amended minutes as published in 
Pit Stop, second by Terry Davis, passed. Changes are from “nothing to report” to “not present; no 
report” for Assistant Activities Chair Jim Cannon and Women’s Chair Dawn Sturgeon. 

● Treasurer: Bob Sonntag reported funds on hand of $4,896.98. Motion to accept the report by Terry 
Davis, second by Jeff Jackson, approved. 

● Activities Chair: Steve Backer reported he has Event Chairs through June; needs chairmen for events 
beginning in July. 

● Assistant Activities Chair: Jim Cannon, nothing to report. 
● Pit Stop: Paul Dornburg absent, Bob Sonntag indicated the deadline for articles is Wednesday, 3/29, 

and March anniversary and birthdays were looked over and then overlooked. 
● Women: Dawn Sturgeon absent 
● Assistant RE: Jeff Jackson, nothing to report. 
● Regional Executive: Jr Crowe, nothing to report. 
● Advisor to the Board: Terry Davis, nothing to report. 

Old Business 
● Cars and Coffee: Jr reported a huge attendance, lots of contacts made by SIR members, hope to see 

some new entrants at future events. 
● Trailer: Jr reported no status change. 
● Banquet: Bob Sonntag confirmed no December 2023 club meeting; our holiday event will be with the 

January 2024 membership meeting at Smitty’s; attendees will order off the menu rather than fixed meal 
options to allow cost flexibility. 

New Business 
● Patch Parties: Scheduled for Saturdays as follows; 3/18, 3/25, and 4/1. Workers will receive Berry 

Points for each session worked. Attendance at either of the first two days earns 1 extra AX run in the 
first heat, attendance at the April paving date will earn 1 extra AX run (either a first bonus run, or a 
second bonus run), attendance at all three events will also receive a free event entry. It is critical that 
the 4/1 event be well attended as that is a concrete paving day which requires lots of help. 

● MSR Event Surcharge: After SIR set entry fees for 2023, MSR announced a phase-in of a $2.00 
surcharge to be implemented in phases in 2023. SIR will not absorb this surcharge but add it to entrant 
fees when the rollout reaches our events. 

● Rally Awards: Bob Sonntag reported 10 entrants, 2 in Class A and 8 in Class B for the “Find Another 
Opportunity” rally. Class awards were presented; numerous rally stories ensued. Congratulations to 
Team Crowe for zeroing two checkpoints and to be the only team to trophy without use of a time 
allowance. 

● Waiver Assistance: Bob Sonntag indicated it’s critical that all event entrants must be on our waiver. 
We no longer do paper; Speed Waivers must be used for all without an Annual Waiver from SCCA. 
Especially at rallies, all must ensure each entrant has a waiver; we should not depend upon the 
rallymaster to ensure compliance. All members are encouraged to get an Annual Waiver. Remember, 
SIR will charge its members $5 for use of a Speed Waiver. 

● Attendance Drawing was won by Jr Crowe.  
 
Next Meetings 

● Board: April 4th, 6:30 via ZOOM 
● Member: April 11th at Smitty’s, gather and eat at 5:45, business meeting at 7 PM. 

Meeting adjourned on motion by Terry Davis at 7:50 PM. 
Submitted by Jeff Jackson for Ernie Roales. 
 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points: 
 

We’ve now had 3 months’ worth of club activities which 
includes 3 club meetings, 1 point rally, the Snow Buster fun 
autocross, and 3 days of Patch Parties.  Bob Sonntag holds a 1-point 
lead over Jr. Crowe in the Berry Points. Jim Cannon, Larry Pearsall, 
and Ernie Roales are tied for third closely followed by Steve Backer, 
Jeff Jackson, Terry Davis, and John McCarthy. 7 people are tied for 
10th. 

Rally points are unchanged since the last newsletter. The next 
rally is the Roales’ “Knox County Knock About” on Sunday, April 16th, 
starting at Arby's, 2565 Hart Street, Vincennes, IN 47591. Show up 
by 12:30 central time and be ready for a jaunt around Knox County, 
Indiana. 
 
New Members: 
Welcome these new club members since January 1st. 
Mark Rife 
Steven Fulkerson 
Kristoffer Griffin 
Sean Reising 
Josh Huff 
Michelle Huff 
Donald Croxton II 
Erik Fritts 
Derek Griffith 

Rally Points R1
1 Jr. Crowe 5
1 Josie Crowe 5
1 Terry Davis 5
1 Harold Davis 5
1 Karen Davis 5
1 Bob Sonntag 5
7 James Hurm 4
8 Jim Cannon 3
9 Don Kelley 2
9 Eric Lookofsky 2
9 Larry Pearsall 2
9 Ryan Pearsall 2
9 Brandon Porambo 2
9 ERnie Roales 2
9 Susan Roales 2
9 Suellyn Lehrschall 2
9 Dave Lehrschall 2

April Birthdays
Jacob Campbell 4/04
Paul Finney 4/04
Larry Pearsall 4/06
Matt Beasley 4/12
Richard Grav 4/18
Brandon Porambo 4/19
Gabe Fehribach 4/21
Daniel Evenson 4/22
Bob Sonntag 4/22
Patrick Uebelhor 4/28
Tim Green 4/30

April Anniversaries
Darlene Cannon 04/20/1995 28 yrs.
Carolyn Dornburg 04/09/1996 27 yrs.
Paul Dornburg 04/09/1996 27 yrs.
Julia Young 04/10/2006 17 yrs.
James Nichols 04/25/2010 13 yrs.
Dave Hostetter 04/07/2016 7 yrs.
Lee Lingo 04/24/2019 4 yrs.
Danny Croslow 04/13/2021 2 yrs.
Scott Wilhelmus 04/14/2021 2 yrs.
James Hurm 04/19/2021 2 yrs.
Paul Finney 04/02/2022 1 yr.
Patrick Stealey 04/04/2022 1 yr.
Spencer Skaggs 04/05/2022 1 yr.
Ryan Pearsall 04/22/2022 1 yr.
Daniel Evenson 04/26/2022 1 yr.
Eric Shade 04/27/2022 1 yr.



  

Total Meeting Fun Work AX Rally
Berry Berry Berry Berry Berry Berry

Berry Points Points Points Points Points Points Points
1 Bob Sonntag 25 3 2 15 0 5
2 Jr. Crowe 24 2 2 15 0 5
3 Jim Cannon 21 1 2 15 0 3
3 Larry Pearsall 21 2 2 15 0 2
3 ERnie Roales 21 2 2 15 0 2
6 Steve Backer 20 3 2 15 0 0
6 Jeff Jackson 20 3 2 15 0 0
8 Terry Davis 19 2 2 10 0 5
9 John McCarthy 18 3 0 15 0 0

10 Barry Beaman 17 0 2 15 0 0
10 Don Beaman 17 0 2 15 0 0
10 Jarrod Davis R 17 0 2 15 0 0
10 Paul Dornburg 17 0 2 15 0 0
10 Carolyn Dornburg 17 0 2 15 0 0
10 Don Kelley 17 0 0 15 0 2
10 Sean Reising R 17 0 2 15 0 0
17 Dave Lehrschall 16 2 2 10 0 2
18 Richard Grav 15 0 0 15 0 0
19 Dawn Sturgeon 13 1 2 10 0 0
20 Scott Campbell 10 0 0 10 0 0
21 Drew Gerth 7 0 2 5 0 0
21 Gary Griffith 7 0 2 5 0 0
21 Kurt Krodel 7 0 2 5 0 0
21 Kevin Rector R 7 0 2 5 0 0
25 Josie Crowe 6 1 0 0 0 5
26 MacKenzi Crowe 5 0 0 5 0 0
26 Harold Davis 5 0 0 0 0 5
26 Karen Davis 5 0 0 0 0 5
26 Jon Schwartze 5 0 0 5 0 0
30 James Hurm 4 0 0 0 0 4
31 Michelle Deutsch 3 1 2 0 0 0
31 Eric Shade 3 3 0 0 0 0
31 James Shade 3 3 0 0 0 0
34 Suellyn Lehrschall 2 0 0 0 0 2
34 Eric Lookofsky 2 0 0 0 0 2
34 Corey Marts 2 0 2 0 0 0
34 Ryan Pearsall 2 0 0 0 0 2
34 Brandon Porambo 2 0 0 0 0 2
34 Susan Roales 2 0 0 0 0 2
34 Caleb Scarbrough 2 0 2 0 0 0
34 Gary Scarbrough 2 0 2 0 0 0
42 Jason Epley 1 1 0 0 0 0
42 Jamsheed Reshad 1 1 0 0 0 0
42 John Warren 1 1 0 0 0 0



 

Results: Here are class results from the first autocross of the 2023 season, the “Snow Buster.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first autocross of the 2023 season was held March 13th on a coldish Sunday. 35 drivers turned out for what might be 
the last autocross at this site. The city of Evansville has announced plans to develop the former Roberts Stadium property 
into a green space and it appears that the area we currently use to autocross will be redone with small islands dotting the 
current open area. Time will tell. 
When the runs were done Jr. Crowe beat Paul Dornburg by 0.133 based on indexed time, 27.947 to 28.080. Dornburg 
had the fastest overall raw time of 33.71 seconds. Jr. was about 0.4 behind with 34.165 followed by 15-year-old Olivia 
Hammoc with 34.423. Olivia and her dad Bill made the long drive to Evansville from Taylorsville, IL to compete. Shawn 
Lansdale was 4th quickest with 34.878 followed by Olivia’s Dad, Bill, who had 34.951.  



 

Rally Good Times 
 

I like Time/Speed/Distance rallies. I think they’re fun. I think they are a great way to enjoy going for a drive on what are 
most often fun roads. Sure, there’s been a bit of a learning curve involved. Sometimes paying tuition for lessons is 
expensive. Not money. Just bad scores, feeling stupid (confused left & right? again?), and some embarrassment 
(miscounted to two on my fingers AND while using tick marks). Thank goodness it was me that missed a billboard sized 
one-word sign. Then I saw the edge of the “DEAD END” sign on my rally, but not any of the darn sign Rosie Rosenthal’s 
that was just after a hill and made it difficult to quickly get back on the route safely. Nearly all great SIR/SCCA stories are 
rally related ones. 
 

When I started running T/S/D rallies, if one lost one’s way, there was no GPS to help. Car phones were rare. Cellular 
phones, not even smart ones, were still a thing of the future. AND having a map only actually helps if you know where you 
are on it. Knowing for certain I’m on the second road (I think) after the sign reading in part “Scorpios” doesn’t help me 
when I look at the map…if I happened to have the correct county map with me. Likewise, having nickels and dimes for 
pay phones only worked if one could find a pay phone. 
 

Anyway, in hopes of helping more people maximize the fun of a rally I thought I shared a few ideas and things that came 
to mind with our February “Find Another Opportunity” rally. 

 

1) Complete your SCCA annual waiver. It’s a once-a-year thing and getting it done gets it out of the way for the rest of 
the year. 
 

2) If you’re going the SpeedWaiver route, start on it and work to complete it before you arrive at the rally’s gathering 
point. 
a. Expect some buddy system and cross-checking to make sure that everyone in a rally vehicle is on the insurance 

waiver. 
b. Everyone participating in the rally should be present at the driver/navigator meeting. 
c. The club will be increasing its efforts to make sure everyone has signed the waiver. 

 

3) Be early. If you’re new to our rallies be early to the gathering point. This will give you time to ask questions and/or get 
some guidance from the rallymaster or from more experienced competitors. If you arrive late, you’ll be in catch-up 
mode from the get-go and will have to rush the other pre-start tasks. That frequently leads to compounding problems. 

 

4) Have the Richta Competitor app installed on the device you’ll devote to it for the rally. The same goes for your backup 
device if you’re going to use one. 
 

5) Wait patiently until the word is given to register in the Richta app for the event. Frequently, the rallymaster is quite 
busy with novices, being social, and last-minute details. If you’re one that frequently has issues getting registered in 
Richta Competitor, be ready to jump on this task ASAP. 
 

6) Our rallies run using the Richta app. It’s wonderful. Beyond the worker issues it resolves, the instant checkpoint 
feedback it provides, and numerous checkpoints it can offer, it also gives an easy way of taking a Time Allowance 
(“TA” in rally parlance). It’s what we used to call “buying time.” 
- Use a TA to get back on-time without fast/wild/risky/exciting driving…which frequently leads to missing other 

instructions, signs, and roads. 
- If you end up right behind another rally car, use a TA to drop back to just out of sight. This lets the car in front run 

without interference. It also lets you continue to work the rally, rather than devolving to just following the car you’re 
right behind. Heck they could be wrong. For sure at least one of you is wrong. 

 

7) If you deviate from the route (“get lost”), don’t give up too quickly. Learn from the mistake. If you do give up, let the 
rallymaster know. Otherwise, you’re assumed to still be working on the route. The Richta system provides the 
rallymaster a way to see the location of competitors while the app is running. If you close the app, the rallymaster is 
most likely to only see that you’ve stopped moving. 
a. Recording your mileage at every route instruction is a best practice idea. 
b. Ditto for the time if you can keep up with getting it all written legibly before missing the next instruction. 
c. Having the mileage and time at checkpoint locations may help if there’s a failure of your timing device to detect a 

control point. 
 

8) Something to write with, a highlighter or second color pen/pencil, and something to make writing in a moving car are 
musts. A stopwatch (remember you can’t use the one on the device running the Richta Competitor app) might be 
helpful too. 

 

Our next road rallies are “Knox County Knock About” by Team Roales on April 16 (Vincennes, IN) and the Team Davis 
“Another May Day” on May 21 (Evansville, IN). Come play in the road with us. 
 

Bob Sonntag 
bob.sonntag@att.net 
812-477-5936 

mailto:bob.sonntag@att.net


  

SIR/SCCA 2023 Calendar - 03/08/2023
Month.Date Day Time Event

January
1.01 Sun New Year's Day

1.03 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

1.10 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

1.16 Mon M L King Day
1.19 Thu SCCA National Convention Online, Jan19 through Jan27
1.27 Fri SCCA National Convention Online, Jan19 through Jan27

February

2.07 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

2.15 Wed 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

2.20 Mon President's Day

2.26 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (1 of 7) "Find Another Opportunity" 
Hardee's 4400 Covert Ave., Evansville, IN

March

3.04 Sat 10:00 AM Patch Party Preparatory Visit 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

3.07 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

3.12 Sun 7:00 AM Snow Buster Fun Autocross
Roberts Park, Evansville

3.14 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

3.25 Sat 9:00 AM Patch Party Day 1 - Cut, Dig & Patch 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

3.26 Sun 9:00 AM Patch Party Day 2 - Cut, Dig & Patch 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

April

4.01 Sat 8:00 AM Patch Party Day 3 - Fill Day
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

4.02 Sun Palm Sunday

4.04 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

4.07 Fri Good Friday
4.09 Sun Easter Sunday

4.11 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

4.16 Sun 12:30 PM Pt Rally (2 of 7) "Knox County Knock About"
Arby's, 2565 Hart Street, Vincennes, IN 47591

4.29 Sat 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross / GL Divisional NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
4.30 Sun 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross / GL Divisional NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
May

5.02 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

5.06 Sat 9:00 AM Test and Tune Autocross 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

5.07 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (1 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

5.10 Wed 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

5.14 Sun Tennessee Region Autocross Nashville Superspeedway / Mother's Day

5.21 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (3 of 7) "Another May Day"
Harold & Karen Davis

5.28 Sun SCCA National Tour Lincoln Airpark, Lincoln, NE
5.29 Mon SCCA National Tour Lincoln Airpark, Lincoln, NE / Memorial Day
June

6.03 Sat 9:00 AM Ladies Autocross 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

6.04 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (2 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

6.06 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

6.10 Sat 7:00 AM KY Region Starting Line School NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

6.11 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (3 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

6.13 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

6.16 Fri 7:00 AM SCCA National Tour Grissom Aeroplex Peru IN
6.17 Sat 7:00 AM SCCA National Tour Grissom Aeroplex Peru IN
6.18 Sun 7:00 AM SCCA National Tour Grissom Aeroplex Peru IN / Fathers Day
6.24 Sat Tennessee Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
6.25 Sun 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

We made this 
schedule to allow our 
autocrossers to be 
able to compete in 
some Great Lakes 
Division Solo events 
and to also autocross 
at NCM in Bowling 
Green with the 
Tennessee and 
Kentucky regions.  
The GLD events that 
are not too far away 
are at NCM in Bowling 
Green, KY and 
Grissom Aeroplex 
near Peru, IN. All of 
the SIR events will be 
listed on 
Motorsportreg.com.  
 
Sign up for the first 
Great Lakes Division 
Solo Series event at 
NCM at the end of 
April. 
https://www.motorspor
treg.com/events/glds-
hosted-by-kyscca-pe1-
pe2-ncm-motorsport-
park-scca-kentucky-
215131 
 
 
This year will be the 
50th Solo Nationals in 
September. We’d like 
to see a large 
contingent of SIR 
people attend the 
event. Contact Paul at 
pitstop@sirscca.org 
with your intentions.  
 
We need people to 
step up and volunteer 
to be event chairs for 
our rallies and 
autocrosses. Contact 
Steve Backer at 
events@sirscca.org 
 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/glds-hosted-by-kyscca-pe1-pe2-ncm-motorsport-park-scca-kentucky-215131
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/glds-hosted-by-kyscca-pe1-pe2-ncm-motorsport-park-scca-kentucky-215131
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/glds-hosted-by-kyscca-pe1-pe2-ncm-motorsport-park-scca-kentucky-215131
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/glds-hosted-by-kyscca-pe1-pe2-ncm-motorsport-park-scca-kentucky-215131
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/glds-hosted-by-kyscca-pe1-pe2-ncm-motorsport-park-scca-kentucky-215131
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/glds-hosted-by-kyscca-pe1-pe2-ncm-motorsport-park-scca-kentucky-215131
mailto:pitstop@sirscca.org


  

SIR/SCCA 2023 Calendar
Month.Date Day Time Event

7.01 Sat National Tour Bristol TN
7.02 Sun National Tour Bristol TN
7.04 Tue Independence Day

7.05 Wed 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

7.08 Sat 7:00 AM KYR TNT Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
7.09 Sun 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

7.11 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

7.16 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (4 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

7.22 Sat 7:00 AM GL Divisional Autocross Fortress Ohio Valley Region
7.23 Sun 7:00 AM GL Divisional Autocross Fortress Ohio Valley Region
7.23 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (4 of 7)
7.30 Sun 7:00 AM Tennessee Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

August

8.01 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

8.06 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (5 of 7) Ice Cream Rally - Paul Dornburg
DQ 3022 East 4th Street, Owensboro, KY

8.08 Tue 6:15 PM Membership Meeting at the Log Inn, be there no earlier than 6:15 PM.
Reservations required, treasurer@sirscca.org

8.20 Sun 7:00 AM KYR Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

8.27 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (5 of 7) - YEE HAW Again - Paul Dornburg
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

8.29 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

September
9.03 Sun All Day Solo Nationals Travel Day
9.04 Mon Labor Day 
9.05 Tue All Day Solo Nationals Begin
9.08 Fri All Day Solo Nationals End
9.09 Sat All Day Solo Nationals Travel Day

9.12 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

9.16 Sat 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
9.17 Sun 7:00 AM KY Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

9.24 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (6 of 7) 
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

October

10.03 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

10.08 Sun 9:00 AM Pt Autocross (7 of 7)
Mid-American Air Center, Lawrenceville

10.10 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

10.15 Sun 9:00 AM Spare autocross date
10.22 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (6 of 7)
10.28 Sat Tennessee Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY
10.29 Sun Tennessee Region Autocross NCM Motorsports Park, Bowling Green KY

November
11.05 Sun 12:00 PM Pt Rally (7 of 7)

11.07 Tue 6:30 PM Board Meeting (guests welcome)
ZOOM -- Contact treasurer@sirscca.org for the link

11.14 Tue 7:00 PM Membership Meeting at Smitty's Italian Restaurant, Franklin St., Evansville
To eat and socialize be there by 5:45, the business meeting will start around 7:00 PM

11.19 Sun 7:00 AM Fun Autocross - "Turkey's Prevenge"
Roberts Park, Evansville

11.23 Thu Thanksgiving
December

12.12 Tue 6:30 PM Christmas Board Meeting (guests welcome)
12.24 Sun Christmas Eve
12.25 Mon Christmas
12.31 Sun New Year's Eve



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes from the Director’s Chair 
Area 4 Director Update for April 2023 

 
March was a whirlwind for me with trips to Fort Wayne, IN for the divisional meeting and Kansas City, MO for a 
face-to-face Club Racing Board (CRB) meeting, I had a few nights away from home and a lot of miles on the 
highways in my EV. 
 

So, here’s what I did this past month. 
 

Video Conference Meetings: 
 

 Club Racing Board (CRB) (3/7): We finalized an agenda for the first of two face-to-face meetings in 
2023 which would be held in March (3/17, 3/18). The group discussed the ongoing B Spec debate 
about class parity. An extended conversation was held about the definition of weights in the GCR. Base 
weight, minimum weight, starting weight all had different definitions depending on what category you 
were looking at. It caused some confusion (rightly so) and the committee took some time to clarify the 
language used across all classes. Other minutiae were handled such as (rain lights, FIA GT4 tire 
specs, etc.). The results of CRB rules changes can be seen here. 
 

 Electrified Vehicle Advisory Committee (EVAC) (3/8): We are all excited because one of our EVAC 
members built an EV that campaigned at a race in CA. It finished all the sessions and ran extremely 
well for its maiden voyage. In addition, we’ve begun work on a memo to registrars for all programs to 
alert them to how to handle an EV when it signs up for an event. Our goal is to give registrars a unified 
path to follow so that an entrant using an EV can be dealt with in the same fashion. This allows the 
region to be aware of the entry and can be prepared. We’re also exploring how to work with risk 
management so we can catalogue incidents that involve EVs. This will let us utilize ‘best practices’ so 
we learn from past events as we shape policy moving forward. 
 

 Board of Directors (BoD) (3/27): An issue at the 2022 Runoffs warranted our attention. Language was 
changed in the GCR that bubbled into a disagreement between the Steward Corps and the CRB. The 
leaders of these groups met with us to make their case in this debate. The BoD heard from each of 
them and discussed how to proceed. After all of that (it took over an hour), we also got an update on 
the financials. We worked on some minutia like changes to the ERB rules, filling Court of Appeals 
(CoA) positions, some liaison changes, etc. 

 

SCCA Events: 
 
 GLDiv Spring Training (3/3, 3/4): This meeting will go down in the history books for a variety of reasons. 

One, the weather was REALLY nasty. Two, several members of national staff (eight?) came to the 
meeting to help us with our various programs and events. This included Mike Cobb who is the 
President of the SCCA. Three, I was made speechless….and those who know me know that this 
doesn’t occur too often. 

 
 My drive down from Lansing was pretty tricky for the last 30-40 miles. The ice and snow caked on to my 

windscreen wipers and made the roads treacherous. Then it warmed up a bit and the ice was removed 
from my car by rain. The Friday evening social was punctuated by many visits with friends over some 
pretty good pasta dishes. Much fun was had by all. 

Dayle Frame 
Area 4 Director 

Great Lakes Division 
517.889.1117 (h) 

dframe@scca.com 
     

 

https://www.scca.com/pages/cars-and-rules


 

 
 On Saturday, I tried to attend as many sessions as I could, so I was pretty busy all day. The meeting 

was highlighted by having all levels of leadership in attendance. Regional, divisional, and national 
program managers worked together to make our programs better for the members of GLDiv. This was 
truly a very educational experience for all involved. 

 
 As for my “speechless” moment, I was extremely humbled, proud, and appreciative to hear that I was 

the recipient of the Steve Harris Dedicated Member Award from the division. I walked up to the podium, 
and I just didn’t know what to say. I was shocked and amazed that I would be considered worthy of 
such an award. The award is glass and very heavy, so I described it as “the perfect blunt object from a 
Perry Mason episode” (yes, a reference from a TV show from 60 years ago, I’m old, get over it). I want 
to thank everyone for this extremely high honor. I use Steve’s management style as the template for my 
directorship and how I appoint myself as I hold the position. 

 
 The weather may have quenched the atmosphere outside but the camaraderie inside made the 

weekend very fruitful. We expect bigger and better next year so please make sure to attend the 
meeting in 2024. Details will be announced here when they become available. 

 
 The divisional leadership should be praised for an outstanding meeting. Everyone in attendance told 

me they were very impressed. Val McCammon is the leader of the squad, but she couldn’t have done it 
without help from so many others. Velma and Raleigh Boreen, Tony Brown, the REs from the various 
regions and, of course, the folks from HQ who braved the inclement weather and travelled to the 
meeting. Mike Cobb’s story of his trip to Fort Wayne is priceless. Ask him about it the next time you see 
him. 

 
 CRB Meeting (3/17, 3/18): This meeting was designed to discuss the long-term health and success of 

the Club Racing program. The Chair of the CRB (John LaRue) let us know that there would be no 
portion of the program (Runoffs, classes, run groups, venues, schedule, etc.) that would be off limits. 
The group met for eight hours on Friday and four more on Saturday. Many topics were brought up. We 
came up with several great ideas and various members are following through to see about their 
viability. The biggest takeaway is that there are no isolated variables in this conversation. Changes in 
one area have consequences in another. Reform of the program won’t be just in one area. It’s similar to 
turning an ocean liner on the high seas, it won’t happen easily or quickly. 

 
 As details of our changes become tangible, we will let the membership know but for now this is all on a 

“need to know” basis. I assume everyone understands that this will be a long process and discussion of 
the conversations we had would not be prudent. 

 

========== 
 

Be sure and visit the GLDiv website for information about all of the SCCA programs within the division. We 
have schedules, official’s contact info, standings, etc. for all the SCCA programs. 
 
Please take a few minutes and make sure your contact information is accurate in the SCCA database. It’s 
important to have the correct information there so the club knows how to contact you. Log in to your 
my.scca.com page and check.  
 
As I mentioned previously, there is a new path to getting your annual waiver. You can now get it through the 
Member Account Portal (MAP). Follow this link to get the instructions. There is also a story about the program 
here. I’ve done it and it only takes a couple of minutes. Be prepared to upload a headshot picture of yourself. 
 
Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing from you soon. Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions or comments you may have about any facet of the GLDiv. I want you to make the most of your 
membership and I will help out in any way possible to make that happen. 
 

Dayle Frame 



 
 



 
 



 

Weekend and Trial Memberships – 2023 Adjustments 
 

The SCCA has changed the parameters of the Trial and Weekend membership programs for 2023.  
 Starting this year, the no-cost Trial Membership has become a one-time-only membership. The intent of the Trial 
Membership is to allow an individual to experience an SCCA event and then make a membership decision. The 
membership decision may be to join the club as an annual (aka “regular,” “full”) member or to use a paid Weekend 
Membership to participate in future SCCA events. 
 The SIR BoD wants everyone to be aware of these changes and to not be unpleasantly surprised later this year. 
 Obviously, we would like all the non-SCCA members that enjoy our events to join the Southern Indiana Region of 
the SCCA. We understand that a series of $20 Weekend Memberships may be the better option for you. That’s a decision 
you will have to make. To join the SIR/SCCA the easiest way is to visit https://www.scca.com/pages/official-membership. 
 After the single use of a Trial Membership, a paid Weekend Membership is the only way for a non-SCCA member 
to participate in a car during an event. That extends to being a passenger in a car on an autocross run. A 
motorsportreg.com (MSR) account with a credit card on file will be required for processing the paid Weekend 
Memberships. 
 For rally navigators not registered by their drivers, a $20 Weekend Membership option is available. 
 There are two options for non-entrants to be passengers in an autocross. The preferred option is a non-entrant 
$20 Weekend Membership through MSR. These will be available until registration closes on MSR. Event registration 
typically closes in the early evening of the day before the event. The alternative is an on-site $25 Weekend Membership 
that will still be done through MSR and will have to be completed before the end of the driver meeting. 

If you have questions, please reach out to me. 
Bob Sonntag 
bob.sonntag@att.net 
812-477-5936 

 
TLDR: 

• We didn’t find a place for the “new to us” trailer so we are going to move it the autocross site at Mid-American Air 
Center. It will be parked right next to our timing and scoring trailer. 

• Attend the April membership meeting at Smitty’s and you will get 2 free fun runs at the end of the first points 
autocross on May 7th.  

• If you want to see your name/face/car in this newsletter you have to talk to me, Paul. pitstop@sirscca.org  
• When buying from The Tire Rack start by using the link on our website: https://www.sirscca.org/sponsors/ The 

club gets a sales commission from your purchase but only if you start with this link. 
• Sanction and Insurance fees are going up, so our event fees are going up too. See the Entry fees on the next 

page. Also, motorsportreg is tacking on a $2 fee at the end of your payment transaction that is not reflected in the 
fees on the next page. 

• Event Trial memberships are only good for one use per person, ever. 
• Autocross events listed on MSR will have a link for getting a paid weekend membership for an adult passenger. 
• Get an annual waiver or pay the price! $5.00. When you register for an event on MSR you must uncheck the 

SpeedWaiver box if you have an annual waiver, or you’ll be charged an extra $5. 
• There will not be a Bowler Autocross this year. 
• There’s a 2-day Great Lakes Divisional autocross at NCM Motorsports Park in Bowling Green, KY at the end of 

April. Sign up here: GL Division Solo Series at NCM 
• Patch Party information:  

o The Patch Party weather was miserable. Some sun here and there but temps in the 40-50 degree range 
with a howling wind all day long. 

o At lunch on day 1 we decided to come back the next day, Sunday, and finish all the digging. 
o We decided to move day 3 to April 1st. 
o By doing all the digging on one weekend we were able to cut our tool rental bill in half because the rental 

place only charges for Saturday. 
o Look for next year’s Patch Party schedule to be over 2 weekends. 

• The May club meeting is on Wednesday May 10th not Tuesday, May 9th. 

https://www.scca.com/pages/official-membership
mailto:bob.sonntag@att.net
mailto:pitstop@sirscca.org
https://www.sirscca.org/sponsors/
https://tinyurl.com/GLDSoloSeries


  

1-Day Autocross Events Per Driver Weekend
Entry Fee Membership MSR Fee Total

SCCA Members
Non-Students $37 n/a $2 $39
Same Household $32 n/a $2 $34
Students $27 n/a $2 $29

All Others
Non-Students $37 $20 $2 $59
Students $27 $20 $2 $49

2-Day Autocross Events Per Driver Weekend
Entry Fee Membership MSR Fee Total

SCCA Members
Non-Students $74 n/a $2 $76
Same Household $64 n/a $2 $66
Students $54 n/a $2 $56

All Others
Non-Students $74 $20 $2 $96
Students $54 $20 $2 $76

Rally Events Per Driver Weekend
Entry Fee Membership MSR Fee Total

SCCA Members
Non-Students $37 n/a $2 $39
Students $27 n/a $2 $29

All Others
Non-Students $37 $20 $2 $59
Students $27 $20 $2 $49

All road rally participants, other than workers, must be SCCA members.
•   A guest driver will have a paid Weekend membership.
•   A guest navigator will have a free Trial membership.
•   A guest passenger will have a free Trial membership.

Note: An entry fee discount of $5 is granted to those living in the same 
household as another entrant in the event.  

Note: A “pay to play” discount of $5 is granted to those on rally teams
 that ran the previous rally.

2023 SIR/SCCA Entry Fees on MSR



 

SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA 
SCCA: A club with many interests 

Many faceted in its endeavors, the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) might best be described as a service 
organization. It serves over 50,000 members throughout the United States by sanctioning and administering a 
variety of automotive related activities through more than 115 independently chartered regions. No other single 
motor sports organization in the world conducts more events than the SCCA. These events range from amateur 
and professional road racing to road rallys, autocrosses, rally crosses, hill climbs and auto shows. The SCCA is an 
ever-growing organization for automotive enthusiasts. Because the SCCA is member oriented, the club stresses 
participation on a broad basis. Regardless of your experience or background, if you are an automotive enthusiast 
there is a place for you in the SCCA. The avenues available range from amateur or professional road race driver to 
weekend rally or autocross driver to race worker or official. In order to successfully sanction and conduct a 
comprehensive autocross/rally/road racing program many experts in timing and scoring, communications, safety 
inspection, medical, flagging, course/race control and other skills are needed. Schools are held to train drivers and 
workers and various degrees of licenses are awarded based on knowledge, ability, and experience. 

Pit Stop is the official publication of the Southern Indiana Region of the Sports Car Club of America, Inc. and is 
published monthly at PO Box 1112, Evansville, IN 47706. Opinions expressed herein are those of the authors or 
editor and are not necessarily those of the Southern Indiana Region, its officials, members, or advertisers. 
Permission to reprint material from Pit Stop is granted to all SCCA regional publications and its national publication, 
Sports Car, with regards for full credit to the author and Pit Stop. RIP Craig Breedlove 

 
 

Great Lakes Division 2023 Solo Series Schedule 
 

 



  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



  



 
 



 

 
The End 


